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Love and Aristocratic Narrative
Mythology in Marcel Proust’s In
Search of Lost Time

Yi-An Chen™*

ABSTRACT

This article explores “narrative mythology” in Marcel Proust’s /n
Search of Lost Time, mainly discussing on the three volumes that
focus on this theme: “The Captive,” “Swann’s Way,” and “The
Guermantes Way.” The article analyzes the interplay of “objects”
and “discourse.” In In Search of Lost Time, “artificial myths”
created by human discourse are imposed on objects in an arbitrary
mythical way; and the objects themselves convey through
physical properties such as lines, colors, smells, and tastes their
objective physical messages, which in turn highlights and breaks
the man-made myths. In In Search of Lost Time, “myth” always
controls emotions on key occasions. The study centers on the
narrator Marcel and his analogue, Swann, both manipulated by
“emotional myths” in love and friendship. It reveals how objects
carry and unravel myths, exposing the protagonists’ emotional
pursuits—an exploration of the elusive essence of mythology in
Proust’s work.
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